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Exploring Nova Casing: A Path to 
Sustainable Packaging Solutions. 
This article marks the beginning of our exploration into Nova casing and its role in promot-
ing sustainability. We’ll delve into its functions, challenges, and contributions to resource 
conservation for future generations.

Driving Change Through Nova Initiatives
Activities within our Nova casing group are part of our 
effort to support conserving resources and the wellbe-
ing of future generations.

The simple definition of sustainability is to maintain or 
support a process continuously over time. The United 
Nations (UN) defines sustainability as: “Meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own needs.”

Our team at ViskoTeepak integrates sustainability into 
our strategies and practices within our manufacturing 
plants worldwide. Our sustainability report, goals, and 
progress can be found on our website. As we help our 
customers support their packaging sustainability initia-
tives, we continue to work with customers on their ap-
plication and product-specific goals.

It can be a tough road for all of us; according to Gam-
beck, Jared, and Law (2017), about 35 percent of plastic 
produced is used in packaging, and none of the com-
monly used plastics are biodegradable. Additionally, 
only about 14 percent of packaging is recycled global-
ly. Combining that with the fact that a large amount of 
plastic packaging is comprised of multiple layers of res-
ins and additives, commercially recycling many plastic 
products with complex structures remains in its infancy.

Many customers use Nova now for retail applications 
across a range of products from meat, vegan, dairy 
(butter, cheeses) to pet foods. The casing format helps 
minimize both secondary packaging as well as trans-
port and storage costs as casing is a minimalistic choice 
for product packaging. 

Redefining Casings as Integral Production 
Components 
Another unique aspect of casings is that they are often 
considered and used as ‘part of the production process’ 
in forming the finished product rather than part of the 
packaging. A key objective above for casing is to cre-
ate or form the product. Casing materials are integral to 
producing a finished product which is then packaged in 
another type of finished packaging. Sliced deli meats, 
for instance, are formed and thermally processed in 
a plastic casing, then the casing is removed, and the 
product is sliced and repackaged. Nova products also 
offer both oxygen and/or water vapor transmission 
barriers, making them a unique product allowing you 
to use one package from filling, thermal processing all 
the way to retail sales with extended shelf life imparted 
from the high barriers provided. 

Casing acts as a functional ‘skin’ over the product inside, 
already serving as a very sustainable choice to mini-
mize the amount of packaging used to achieve those 
objectives. Adding functionality features to our casing 
helps customers maximize product yields, throughput, 
and ergonomics, all of which support reduced energy 
and materials consumption. Waste is waste whether it 
is excess water or purge lost during the production pro-
cess or yield loss from residual meat or food product 
not able to be used.

We are working closely with our raw material manufac-
turers for future sustainable options considering many 
aspects of improving sustainability. For instance, we are 
working with our resin suppliers on new recycled con-
tent resins, bio-content monomers using bio-sourced 
resins that meet ISCC Plus certifications as well as low 
melting point polyamide materials that support me-
chanical recycling of polyethylene / nylon multilayer 
structures commonly used in our Nova products today. 

Four functions of Nova Plastic Casing:
1.	 Creates or forms a finished product to 

precise specifications.

2.	 Protects the product inside from 
damage, spoilage, and tampering during 
manufacturing, handling, and sales 
processes.

3.	 Cost-effectiveness to meet financial goals.

4.	 Supports Marketing and Sales, creating 
a finished package that supports ease of 
understanding and creates attraction to 
the product.



These initiatives are underway to work toward commer-
cial reality soon. Combined as we develop these prod-
ucts, is the future Nova Eco Series, a family of products 
designed for maximizing sustainable options when it 
comes to casing specification.  

In the next article, we will delve deeper into immediate 
practical tips on how Nova casing can assist producers 
in achieving their sustainability objectives. Stay tuned 
for valuable insights and actionable strategies.
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NOVA ECO SERIES - COMING SOON

WHAT IS THIS? 
A family of products designed for 
maximizing sustainable options when 
it comes to casing specification.
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